29 April 2008 
Board of Enquiry

Proposed NZ Coastal Policy Statement

PO Box 10420

Wellington 6143

Dear Sir

This submission is made on behalf of the Petroleum Exploration and Production Association.

Policy 9 Biosecurity

This policy appears to extend the brief of a regional council beyond that covered by the Resource Management Act (s30). Biosecurity issues are dealt with by Biosecurity NZ. Disposal of organic matter at sea is covered by Maritime NZ Rule Part 200. It would be unhelpful if policies in this area created confusion as to the responsible agency. Perhaps some thought needs to be given to ensuring coordination and alignment of polices with other agencies if this policy is to remain in place. 
We suggest that the policy be prefaced by the words: To the extent that biosecurity issues dealt with in this policy are not administered by Biosecurity NZ…….regional coastal plans etc…..

Policy 26 Removal of Structures

Some thought should be given to making decisions on the removal of structures on a case by case basis. For example removal of petroleum pipelines buried 2 meters below the sea bed may create more damage to the environment than leaving them where they are. We recommend that decisions on removal of structures be made on a case by case basis. Perhaps the policy could simply state a preference, without making it mandatory.
Policy 38 Maui Dolphin

The area covered by this dolphin on the West Coast of the North Island is also prospective for oil and gas. Ongoing seismic surveying and drilling activities in the marine environment can be expected. Some consideration should be given to noting in the policy the significant economic gain from development of the Crowns oil and gas resources, particularly since little if any adverse effects on dolphins are generated by oil and gas exploration.
The policy doesn’t make it clear whether oil and gas development will be allowed to continue in the area shown by the map. Some clarification on that point would be helpful.
Policy 46 - Mixing Zones

It is accepted practice that contaminants can be discharged into water after allowances are made for mixing. End of pipe water quality standards can impose high costs on consent holders to treat discharges, often for little overall gain in improvement to environmental quality. Discharge standards at sea are set for oil rigs and FPSO’s by Maritime NZ. Suggest you contact maritime NZ to determine whether your policy creates a different expectation among consent applicants.
Policy 48 Discharge of human sewage

The policy as worded will not work for discharges from ships (FPSO’s) or oil platforms moored at sea. Regulations allow discharge of effluent and other discharges from FPSO’s and oil production platforms. Suggest you check with Maritime NZ before adopting this policy. 
We wish to be heard in support of our submission.
Regards

John Pfahlert
Executive Officer
